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WATCHTOWER

BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, INC. e e

25 COLUMBIA MMONTS  BMIOOKIYN. NEW YORK 11200, USA PHONE (212 0252400

SCE:SSH July 14, 1983

Dear Brother NS

We have your letter in which you say that you are
troubled by a problem that the elders seem unable to resolve.
Your father has been disfellowshipped and as a result of
this your sister and her husband do not have any association
with your father. You seem to feel that this is disrespectful
to your parents.

It is most unfortunate to hear that your father has been
disfellowshipped. His taking action that resulted in his
being disfellowshipped has brought about a Scriptural barrier
between him and those loyal members of the family who continue
to faithfully serve Jehovah. The loyal ones have not been the
creators of the problem but, rather, the one who is disfellow-
shipped has caused it. Therefore, it would not be appropriate
on your part to find fault with your sister if she respect-
fully obeys the Scriptural command at 1 Corinthians 5:11.

A person who is disfellowshipped has been spiritually
cut off from the congregation; the former spiritual ties have
been completely severed. This is true even with respect to
relatives, including those within his immediate family circle.
Thus, family members—while acknowledging family ties, will
no longer have any spiritual fellowship with the disfellowshipped
relative. (1 Sam, 28:6; Prov. 15:8, 9) While you and your
sister may find it necessary from time to time to care for
necessary family matters in regard to your parents, the direction
at 1 Corinthians 5:11 would prohibit any association on a regular
basis. We can appreciate that sentiment and family ties are
particularly strong between parents and children but, in the
final analysis, we will not benefit anyone or please God if we
allow emotion to lead us into ignoring his wise counsel and
guidance. We need to display our complete confidence in His
perfect righteousness and ways, including his provision to
disfellowshipped unrepentant wrongdoers. If we remain loyal
to God and the congregation, the wrongdoer in time may take a
lesson from that, repent and be reinstated into the congrega-
tion. It is our hope that will be the case with your father.

Faithfully yours,

cc: NS //’:’:"a‘u&mg ‘4, \-—«‘,’\Gga:‘f’

OF NEW YORK, INO.
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BIBEL-OCH TRAKTATSALLSKAPET VAKTTORNET
Box 5, S-732 00 ARBOGA, SWEDEN SR:SL 1986-10-15

Mats Nordsund
Brohuset 1019
Prdastméllan

260 70 LJUNGBYHED

To the body of elders in the Perstorp Congregation
Dear Brothers,

We now write to you concerning the information you

provided the Society that brother Rud Persson has become a
member of the Red Cross.

We forwarded the issue to the brothers in Brooklyn to
get their view on membership of such an organization. The
brothers advised us that even if the Red Cross in a
certain country carries out the service that may be needed
locally, it still applies the principles of the
International Red Cross with headquarters in Switzerland.
It is claimed that the purpose of the organization is to
relieve human hardship and suffering, but we must,
nevertheless, remember that the organization had its
beginning on the battlefields. It performs a large part
of its work directly or indirectly in conflict with the
thoughts outlined at Isaiah 2:4. Too, the organization is
one of the world’s biggest suppliers of blood for
transfusions. It is also involved in political matters
and often acts as mediator between nations at war.
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Consequently, it is good to consider what an
organization as a whole works for and put that in relation
to the Christian neutrality that God's people must show.
And we cannot support misuse of blood either. To be sure,
it is all very weEl to try to relieve human suffering, but
we don’t need to become members of a worldly organization
to do so, do we? This was treated rather extemnsively in
The Watchtower, October 1, 1986, pp. 22-24.

A person’s motive for joining an organization also
comes into the picture. Why does he wish to join a
certain organization? Does he approve of what the
organization stands for? It may Eappen that someone
becomes a passive member of such an organization in order
to qualify for a course in first aid. Nothing else is
required of the individual. A Christian might think that
his conscience allows for this. On the other hand, if
someone says that he is defending everything the
organization advocates, then, of course, his privileges in
the congregation would be affected. '1f someone should
become a member and actively support, for example, the
worldwide- blood program the Red Cross stands for, that
could lead to disfe%lowshipping

b, .

Hence, in your case we recommend that you talk to -
brother Rud Persson about this and examine his motive for
joining the Red Cross. Is he of the opinion that what
this or%anization stands for is good and proper? 1Is he
aware of its program in support of blood transfusions?
And its activities as mediator between nations? When
have talked extensively with him about this and heard is
reaction, please communicate with us again so that we can
visualize Eis thinking in this matter and if he wants to
continue his membership of the Red Cross. What is his
attitude to food containing blood served at school? Has
he informed the teachers about our position regarding
this? Birthday celebrations and so forth in connection
with school activities? We mention this because brother
Gert Andersson at one time made comments about this
concerning the children of brother Rud Persson.

United with you in publishing the good news of the
kingdom we send our love and greetings.

- .Your brothers
ﬁIBEL-OCH TRAKTATSALLSKAPET VAKTTORNET
(stamp)
Encl. extract from The Wbrld_Bdok Encyclopedia

cc: Gert Andersson

SR:SL 1986-10-15
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